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
 

Where we are and what more could be done
Joint perspective from marine pollution and civil protection

•
 
Current Community system for preparedness and 

 response to marine pollution. 

•
 
Existing gaps and suggested solutions

•
 
What can MIC offer to the PS

•
 
What MIC expects from the PS

•
 
Identification of further gaps and suggestions for 

 the future

Joint DG ENV ‐
 

EMSA workshop



Overall coordination of the EU assistance 
(civil protection and marine pollution)

European Commission

Preparedness and response at sea Preparedness and response on shore 
EMSA MIC

Gaps and challenges

• Missing possibilities compared to the Community 
Framework 2000-2006 (e.g. funding of projects)

• More layers for coordination


 

these and other gaps will be addressed during the marine 
pollution policy meeting at DG ENV in Autumn 2009

Situation post 2006





 

Opening calls for proposals to marine pollution

Currently ongoing:
Preparatory Action on EU rapid response capability
(M€

 
7.5)

Aim:
 

testing innovative arrangements to enhance the 
 availability of CP resources for the Mechanism interventions

Grants ‐
 

areas
 

considered particularly relevant (M€
 

6.4):
a) multinational

 
modules

b) impact/needs assessment
c) niche

 
capabilities;

d) equipment not available/limited
 

in the MS;
e) scientific 'back‐up office'/networks

Solutions 1



Preparedness
 

–
 

cooperation projects


 

Responders in Member States 



 

Enhance preparedness of the public in case of 
 emergencies in the Member States 



 

Information sharing of project results

open to marine pollution as of call 2010

Prevention –
 

cooperation projects


 

Long‐term prevention and mitigation by improving risk 
 assessment and management 



 

Promote “chain of safety”: proaction
 

–
 

prevention –
 preparedness –

 
response –

 
recovery






 

Training ‐
 

What´s
 

new ?

•
 
Doubling

 
of number

 
of courses:

‐
 

49 courses
 

in 7th cycle

•
 
New partners

 
implementing

 
training, e.g.:

‐
 

Italy
‐

 
Spain

•
 
New type

 
of courses

‐
 

Modules
 

Basic Course
 

(MBC)
‐

 
Technical

 
Experts

 
Course

 
(TEC)

‐
 

International Coordination Course
 

(ICC)

•
 
Training Policy

 
Group (TPG) established

•
 
All info

 
at:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/prote/activities.htm
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Community Mechanism 
Induction Course

INTRODUCTION

OPERATIONAL

MANAGEMENT

Participating States’ Experts Participating States’ Teams

Operational Management 
Course

High Level Coordination
Course

High Level Coordination
Refresher Course

Staff Management 
Course

Full-Scale Simulation
Field Exercises

Assessment Mission 
Course

Distance Learning

Training Courses 7th
 

cycle (2009‐10)

Operational Management 
Refresher Course

Media & Security Strategy 
Course

Technical Experts 
Course

Modules Basic 
Course

International Coordination 
Course

Modules Exercises




 

CECIS – for swift and easy communication / 
 overview of resources

- Training session for marine pollution in January 2009

- Passwords disseminated to the PS that provided all 
requested contact information

- However just a few MS tried to connect

- TESTA connection is still a major obstacle

- Different option considered at the moment

 contact point for CECIS (operations at sea/on 
shore/overall coordination – 1 or 2 authorities required?)

Solutions 3



• Preparedness (projects, training…)

• Response

- Dissemination of info to other PC (alerts, situation 
reports, etc: MIC daily, CECIS, MIC Portal);

- Assistance coordination role (dissemination of request, 
matching offers with the request…);

- Mobilisation of EU assistance from other PS (equipment, 
expertise);

- Mobilisation of EU assistance from EMSA;

‐
 

Co‐financing transportation of assistance;

‐
 

Possibility to activate the Humanitarian Satellite Charter.

What can the MIC offer?



MIC tools



• Possibility of EU co-financing (up to 50%) for 
the transportation of assistance both inside 
and outside the EU. 

• Commission is organising this support either 
through:

- grants to Member States, or 
- by using the service of a transport broker to 

hire transport assets.

• Objective: maximising the provision of civil 
protection assistance and optimising transport 
by pooling and co-financing transport 
resources.

Transport



• Better notification practice about big incidents;

- Notification at an early stage of an 
incident;
- Contacts between the national authority 
and the MIC on further developments.

• More systematic notification about planned 
exercises
(e.g. yearly planning)



 
MIC to organise a communication exercise to 

test connections

What the MIC expects from the PS?



• Gaps in the current EU mechanism for  
preparedness and response to marine pollution;

• Possible modules (response at sea / on shore, 
fires at sea);

• Equipment sharing between civil protection and 
marine pollution (e.g. aerial capacity, pumping)


 

A unique opportunity to look at the whole cycle of 
a marine pollution incident (at sea and on shore) 
from both perspectives (marine pollution and civil 
protection)

Outstanding issues and ways to improve



Sharing Responsibility

Action at the 
Community level 
should complement 
national actions and 
focus on areas where a 
common approach is  
more effective than 
separate national 

approaches



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil

Thank you

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil
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